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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Soteriological

Significance of Discipline.

LEE, KWANG HO, Th. M.
Department of Theoiogy
Asian Center for Theological

Studies and Mission

1. Introduction

The purpose of this thesis is to clarify the biblical meaning of
discipline. In examining the Korean Church in this respect, we
discover some misunderstandings about Church discipline. Most
Korean Christians think of certain punishments when they  hear

about Church discipline.
A Unfortunately Church discipline has almost disappeared from Korean
churches. Since the Gospel has reached this land the church has

grown so fast especially outwardly, but the need for discipline
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remains.

Nowadays churches worldwide are expecting Xorean churches to
play a role in world mission. But if we will look inward, we will
realize the weakness of our churches. This writer believes that the
reason for this weakness is the lack of Church discipline. We have
to follow the Word of God. When God stipulates standards for His
church in the Bible, nobody can change them.

In this thesis, this writer researched John Calvin's theoYogy for
achieving church discipline. As we know, in John Calvin’'s time, the
16th century, the churches were very complicated just like today.
So, it will be very beneficial to understand his theory of Church

discipline,

2. The Soteriological Character in Calvin's Theology.

John Calvin emphasized the unique authority of the Bible. The
Bible is the only written revelation from God, so without the Bible
no human being can find the real truth.

And Calvin stressed the soverignty of God. The Bible testifies
thatl God is the Creator of whole universe and all the earth,
Therefore God is the Lord of all, and all human beings should be His

followers. But the first humans, Adam and Eve, denied God's will.
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Because of that event sin came in this world.

Because of sin, all human beings are fallen and totally depraved.
So, along with Adam and Eve, all humans are condemned to eternal
death.

In spite of man's transgression God gave mankind His gracious
plan, and decided to rescue some of them by His own choice.

God is pleased to save His chosen people through the church. In
the 01d Testament times He chose one nation Israel, and in‘the New
Testament times He chose a faithful community, the Church. As God
has given us His church, the church must grow according to His holy

Will.

3. Discipline as the Soteriological Ministry of the Church.

The church has to have the good order and proper standards. And
even though the churches are located in this world, they  belong to
heaven. Therefore the church should be holy and pure. When Jesus
comes again, he will be the bridegroom and his church will be his
bride.

| So God gave the Keys to His church to use them for discipline. We
have to recognize why He gave them to us. God Knows the weakness of‘

His children. Because of our weaknesses, without those instruments
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we could not stand by ourselves. By these instruments in the church;
we can build the church of God in this world. We must also emphasize
both preaching the Word and practising discipline. If there is no
preaching and discipline, we never can expect a true church.

The result of church discipline is sanctification. In systematic
theology, sanctification is very dimportant. All church members
strive for greater sanctification. As we said, we are very weak. And
everyday we commit sins, so. we have to repent of our sins’ day by
day.

There are several ways for belivers to repentant. First of all
we must repent of our sins to God, and then to other believers. John
Calvin say, the best person to talk to about one’s sins is a pastor.
Of course the pastor who listens of other believer’s confession
should be sincere and humble as the Bible teaches.

Through those kinds of efforts the whole church and individual

believers can be progressively sanctified.

4. Disciplinarian Laws in the Constitution of the Presbyterian
church.
In order to expand the purpose of this thesis, the writer sought

to -examine the constitution of the Presbyterian church. But there
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are so many divisions in the Korean Presbyterian Church, and every
branch of the Presbyterian church has its own constitution. Even
though these denominations have Presbyterian doctrines, there are
slightly different provisions in their constitutions. So, it was not
possible to study all of them for this thesis.

For that reason this writer selected one Korean church
constitution. When he surveyed it, he found it has only Jjuristic
stipulations for Church discipline. So he examined many sentences

which concerned Church discipline in the constitution.

5.Requirements and Suggestions for the Renewal of Church
Discipline.
HWe have tried to correct the prejudice against Church discipline.

Many Christians have wrong ideas about discipline. They think that
disciplin is a negative thing in ‘the church. Yet we need to Xnow
that discipline is very positive in the church.

Our church should mature through obedience to the Bible. If we
really want to be mature, we have to practise the full meaning of
Church discipline. Nobody should strongly insist on merely human

ideas about Church discipline. Even though, their ideas are good in

the human view point, they surely cannot be right in God s sight. So,
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all believers have to have an attitude of learning from the Bible
about discipline.

And, if there are some of wrong ideas and prejudices about
discipline in the constitution, we must try to correct them

according to the Bible. Of course all believers must follow the

proper laws.

6. Conclusion.

As I have mentioned, Church discipline is very important in order
to establish God's church. There are no true churches without
practising proper discipline according to the Bible.

In the twentieth century, so many perverted human ideas are
influencing the churches, 1like materialism, immorality, pluralism
etc. We have to watch to see if these ideas are corrupting the
churches. And there are any of them, we must to remove them by
practising discipline.

Some people say that the Christian church must accept everything.
They think that the Christian God permits anything. But we cannot
say 1ike that because the Word of God teaches differently. God loves
for His children to do good in His churches, but hates that which is

bad in His churches.
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The purpose of human life is to please‘God;‘Ahd de Qénts t§ be
glorified by His saints in His churches. Sd we have £o sincerely
follow God's Will in the churches. The church must be holy and pure.
Even if it is difficult to be thus, still we have to try to be like
that by practising continuous disciplines.

1 pray that this study will be helpful for re-establishing the

present-day Korean churches in true praxis. Amen.





